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From the Los Angeles Times

Young Jews march at Auschwitz site in
memory of Holocaust victims

Deputy Defense minister Matan Vilnai, speaking at a ceremony at the memorial
for the Warsaw ghetto fighters (sculpture by Revesz, 1961), Kibbutz Maale
Hahamisha. (Batsheva Sobelman / Los Angeles Times)
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Thursday, an annual event at the former Nazi death camp of
Auschwitz-Birkenau that honors the memory of some 6 million Share
Jews who perished in the Holocaust.
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The misleading inscription was to suggest to inmates they
were coming to work, not die here.

The Israeli army chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, led the long column of
marchers, accompanied by some camp survivors carrying the Torah and fellow Israeli
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Israel also held observances in
memory of Jews killed in the
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raincoats formed a sea of blue, with Israeli white-and-blue national flags fluttering
overhead. There was an occasional drizzle as they walked in Oswiecim, the Polish
city where the occupying Germans built the complex.

They walked in silence along a 2-mile stretch from the red brick houses of Auschwitz
to Birkenau, another area of the camp that is the site of wooden barracks and ruins of
the gas chambers.

MyNews Survivor Leib Zisman was visiting Birkenau for the first time since January 1945,
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Archives everything."

Most popular

Site map The then 13-year-old Zisman was brought to Birkenau in 1944 from the Kovno ghetto

News in education
Events

in Lithuania, where his parents died. From Birkenau, he was taken to camps in
Germany, where he was liberated by U.S. troops.

"It's really emotional and | can only say | am sad that | haven't come here sooner, but
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"It was terrible how people
behaved to other people,” Grant
said. "It is good that they kept a
place like this as a memory and
as education that to hate
someone is not the right way."

Teenage participants also
stressed the power of
remembering.

"The most amazing feeling of the

march is togetherness," said

Elana Weiner, a 17-year-old
student from Tucson, Ariz. "We are the key to the future and if we reRembegandair
promise to never forget, then the rest of the world won't."

The Kaddish -- the Jewish prayer for the dead -- was spoken at a hug
monument to the camp's victims at Birkenau. E

At least 1.1 million people, including Jews, Poles and Roma, perished
gas chambers or from starvation, disease and forced labor. The cam
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